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DEVELOPMENT POLICY AND 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING PANEL

05 June 2018

The East Hampshire District Statement of Community Involvement 

Report by Planning Policy Team Leader

Portfolio: Planning – Cllr Angela Glass 

1.0 Purpose of Report 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to present to Councillors the revised Statement of 
Community Involvement (SCI) which has been prepared by officers. The SCI will 
only apply to areas of East Hampshire outside of the South Downs National Park.

1.2 A draft version of the SCI was subject to public consultation for a period of six 
weeks between 16 March 2018 and  27 April 2018. Appendix A accompanying 
this report contains the Consultation Statement which sets out how the Council 
promoted the consultation; the comments received and officer responses to 
these comments. 

1.3 Appendix B accompanying this report contains the revised Statemement of 
Community Involvement that has been updated in response to some of the 
comments received during the six week public consultation period.  

2.0 Recommendation

2.1 It is recommended that the Panel:
i. notes the content of the Consultation Statement (Appendix A of this 

report)
ii. notes the content of the Statement of Community Involvement 2018 

(Appendix B of this report) and recommend it to Council for 
adoption on the 19 July 2018.  

3.0 Summary

3.1 This report and accompanying Appendices set out a summary of the comments 
received during the six week public consultation on the Draft Statement of 
Community Involvement , which closed on the 27 April 2018. 
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3.2 The Councils current SCI was adopted in January 2015 and since this time there 
have been a number of changes to legislation and the Council has now launched 
a Local Plan Review for those parts of the district outside the South Downs 
National Park.

3.3 This report summarises the comments received as part of the public consultation 
and any changes that have been made to the final SCI (Appendix B). 

3.4 The purpose of the SCI is to set out how people and groups can engage with the 
planning system in the best way by setting out how the public, businesses and 
interest groups within East Hampshire District can get involved in the creation of 
local planning policy, neighbourhood planning and the planning application 
decision making process.

4.0 Subject of Report

4.1 The preparation of a SCI is a legal requirement of the Planning and Compulsory 
Purchase Act 2004 (section 18) as amended by the Planning Act 2008, the 
Localism Act 2011 and the Neighbourhood Planning Act 2017. This legislation 
requires the Local Planning Authority (in this case the Council) to prepare a 
statement for how it will involve those with an interest in development in the area, 
including the preparation and review of the Local Plan and Supplementary 
Planning Documents, Neighbourhood Plans/Orders, Community Infrastructure 
Levy and the consideration of planning applications.

4.2 The draft SCI was subject to public consultation for a period of six weeks 
between 16 March 2018 and  27 April 2018. During the public consultation 
period, 10 responses were received and these are detailed in the Consultation 
Statement (Appendix A). The responses received have been considered by 
planning officers and amendments made. 

4.3 Six Statutory Consultees responded to the consultation, with some organisations 
having no comments to make. However, the core responses are summarised 
below: 

 Natural England - are supportive of the principle of meaningful and early 
engagement of the general community, community organisations and 
statutory bodies in local planning matters. 

 Thames Water -  consider it would be helpful to list the specific 
sewerage/water undertakers covering the area

 Thames Water - when carrying out the necessary early consultations 
regarding the capacity of water supply and sewerage systems in 
accordance with the Regulations, the planning authority should provide 
adequate time so that an informed response can be formulated.
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 Thames Water - would expect to be consulted on most major planning 
applications. The adequacy of infrastructure can be a material 
consideration in deciding whether permission should be granted.

4.4 In terms of other respondents, the key responses are detailed below:

 Bramshott and Liphook Parish Council - supportive of the draft statement 
and finds it to be comprehensive and inclusive.

 David Miles – Concerned about the role of Neighbourhood Plan Steering 
Groups and recommends that the process should be overseen by the 
District Council. 

 Grayshott Parish Council - It is not always clear when input into the early 
stage of Local Plan Production would be welcome from Parish Councils. 

 Grayshott Parish Council – ask that Town and Parish Councils be 
informed of any requests for pre-application advice if they relate to 
Conservation Areas

 Hew Pike – Concern about how decisions are made in relation to planning 
application when there is strong local opposition. 

4.5 Following the public consultation officers have amended Chapter 9 of the SCI so 
that information is provided on both Neighbourhood Planning and Neighbourhood 
Development Orders on the support we will offer groups.

4.6 Following the public consultation, the SCI has been revised (Appendix B of this 
report) where necessary to address issues raised during the consultation process 
and to correct some typographical errors.

4.7 Upon adoption, the Statement of Community Involvement (2018) will supersede 
the current Statement of Community Involvement that was adopted in January 
2015. 

5.0 Implications 

5.1 Resources:  There are no direct resource implications. Costs will be met within 
existing resources and budgets.

5.2 Legal:  There are legal issues to consider in progressing the SCI towards 
adoption, in relation to satisfying the necessary regulations. The preparation of a 
SCI is a legal requirement of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 
(section 18) as amended by the Planning Act 2008, the Localism Act 2011 and 
the Neighbourhood Planning Act 2017.

5.3 Strategy: The SCI sets out the publicity that the District Council will use to 
ensure that the local community can be involved in the preparation of planning 
policy documents, including the Local Plan Review, and make their views known 
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about individual planning application outside of the South Downs National Park. 
The document will supersede the January 2015 SCI upon adoption.

5.4 Risks: None

5.5 Communications: The draft SCI was subject to six weeks public consultation.  

Appendices:

Appendix A – Consultation Statement: East Hampshire District Statement of Community 
Involvement 2018

Appendix B – East Hampshire District Statement of Community Involvement 2018
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